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Résumé
La schizophrénie se caractérise par le délire et les
hallucinations qui dominent la pensée, la parole et
le comportement du sujet. Tandis que le paranoide
se caractérise par la prévalence d’un seul délire
systématique et argumenté, tels le délire de
persécution ou de grandiosité, toujours accompagné
par le doute. Selon Resnik, la psychanalyse du
délire est interprétée par le langage du corps et sa
relation avec la construction de la personnalité , ou
il considérait que la négation du moi corporel est
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la trace du misére chez le schizophréne paranoide. Du point de vue de
Racot,la psychanalyse de la schizophrénie examinel’identité sexuelle
ainsi que la vie affective , ou il trouvait que le trouble est le résultat de
la dissociation précoce du développement libidinal. Jean Gillibert, de
sa part, interprete I’aliénation schizophrénique comme le résultat d’un
conflit avec le langage qui exprime la loi et régit la communication avec
le monde extérieur. Enfin, Haley trouvait que la relation interpersonnelle
du schizophréne se caractérise par la dissociation et la mésentente.
Abstract
Schizophrenia is characterized by the prevalence of delusions and
hallucinations that affect theindividual’s thought and behaviour .
Moreover, the paranoid is specified byone dominant delusion but
systematically argued : either persecutory delusion or grandiosity, both
accompanied by doubt. According to Resnik, the analysis of delusion
is interpreted by the altered body language and its relationship with
the personality construction, where he considered that the negation of
body ego is the trace of paranoid schizophrenic miser. Moreover, Racot
considered that the target of the psychoanalysis of schizophrenia is the
treatment of the sexual identity and the affective life, because the patient
suffered from early dissociation of libidinal construction. On the other
hand, Jean Gillibert interpreted schizophrenic alienation as the result of
a conflict between language expression and the external world. Finally,
Haley considered that interpersonal relationship is characterized by
dissociation and misunderstanding.
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oo sgemll i Jo

2004 aled plama¥lg slaid¥l ¢,s o dalall gl 3algs Sle Aol

Aaalnll 5 Budpull lBMally elain¥ly ol ol L3 33l dle o cog]
2013/2014 qaelall alald 2L aglally GlsY1 a8 200l

aslatly oY1 B8 LU Aaaladl (ye Aapaugll liliandl gsls (b iy ks

al=al | 28



I sohc aenliate Joby / EUl goa gl ate ame guaidl 8 dygoll a8 LA

29

201672017 aaladl alall ailos¥l
2023 alall 250¥ astally ola V1 Sy all g Amsla (e T

Batoul Abdul Hamid Atoui

Holding a Highschool diploma in economics and sociology in 2004
Completed a bachelor’s degree in economic and social history and interna-
tional relations at the Lebanese University, Faculty of Arts and Human Sci-
ences, for the academic year 2013/2014

Research master degree in the history of medieval civilizations from the Leba-
nese University, Faculty of Arts and Humanities for academic year 2016/2017
Holding a doctorate in humanities, specializing in medieval Islamic history,
with a very good grade, from Beirut Arab University, Faculty of Arts and Hu-
manities, for the year 2023
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¥ Jose Antonio, Conde. History of the Dominio of the Arab in Spain, London, vol 1,
p:412.
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32 S.P. Scott, History of Moorish Empire in Europe, London, 1904, p:586.
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Abstract ) )
The rapidly growing world of professional e-gaming has brought with it a
unique set of psychological challenges and dynamics. In Lebanon, where
the e-sports industry is emerging amid complex socio-economic conditions,
professional e-gamers face a distinct set of pressures. This study explores the
intricate relationships between emotional intelligence (EI), stress tolerance,
Internet Gaming Disorder (IGD), and social anxiety among professional
e-gamers in Lebanon. A sample of 91 professional e-gamers (mean age 26.3),
completed measures of social anxiety, emotional intelligence, stress tolerance,
and IGD. Results indicate that El and stress tolerance mediate the effect of IGD
on social anxiety levels.These findings suggest the importance of emotional
competencies and stress management in mitigating the potential negative
effects of intensive gaming on social anxiety. This research contributes to
the understanding of psychological factors affecting professional e-gamers
mental health and performance.
Keywords: Internet gaming disorder, social anxiety disorder, emotional
intelligence, stress tolerance
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Frequency Percent
G A Male 82 ( 59 64.8%
Female 2 32 35.2%
$800-$1000 41 45.1%
TG $1000-$2000 14 15.4%
$2000-More 10 11.0%
No response 26 28.6%
Lebanese Sl 86 94.5%
Nationality dadalt Syrian s s 3 3.3%
Other Al 2 2.2%
Under 20 20 22.0%
Age sl 20-29 56 61.5%
30-40 15 16.5%
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S liain e @@l 19201 2.2% s> 0ys05500 @il 193001 3.3%5 ¢yl
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Hair) aoStall asli 0.5 ;o lel calS 13) 2 ,d il s Lol ool ya5a)!
3 dell @l 0585 O camy A sk slis 2o Mo e Jsa=ll (et al., 2011

st Gle 0.75 0.5 e Llel 535 ,5 Latiy AVE

Ol Jangia | Flaig S WM 3 gl dac

£ Akl | Cronbach's N of

AVE Alpha Items
0.5940 0.955 133 Ol dlled) 1Sl Lalase
0.9175 0.679 9 | cu gy Clall el Ll o) Juie
0.7454 0.941 20 olaiay) Jolil o il Luda

W8 g gt Oldlas| :3 Jgant!
cam 0.7 Golus 5l o 28T BN (Guplaal)) @lulial! ob #Los,S Ll Lagise
Glrhs) pubdas Gle 0.7695 (EQ—1) Lablatl slsall puliae le 0.955 cal
s el 1amg coelen ¥l Jelanl oo BaN puliia o 0.94 15 eyl Gl
goieedl ulall davgia ol ety ) daloYly Adgiaall Al Lt 48 La
(abladl 1S Gulize e 0.5940 il cs 0.5 e 8T 3301 wllat (AVE)
oo Bl Guliae Gle 0.7454 5 ccd,my ol cad o) ol e 0.91755

el Jela
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dape gl) g8 (AW Al laady) JLER) 14 Jgaad)

Table of model summary
R R Square Adjusted R Square
0.333 0.111 0.052

Table of ANOVA SN Joad Joaa

Model Sum of Squares Df Mean Square F P-value
Regression 1670.320 4 417.580

Residual 13355.619 60 222.594 1.876 0.126
Total 15025.938 64

Table of Coefficients
Unstandardized Stand.

Model Coefficients Coefficients t P-
B Std. Error Beta Talne
(Constant) 60.681 13.313 4558  0.000
IGD <= iy el ad o plaial A o 0.826 0.389 0.282 2.125 0.038
Age sl -0.274 0.305 -0.114 -0.899 0.372
Gender il 1.301 4.136 0.041 0315 0.754
Income J sl -4.276 2.657 -0.210 -1.609 0.113

(B) sluedl Jolan alazinl 3> 5580 @lusyall 4pwaddl! 59all @ud S
oo sLidl (bt ygiall deitl I R? iy cm R? eyl 53usiall oLyl
o A yal) & pite G @B 363 I (B)olised! Jalas 5o um 3 ¢z 20!
Le¥s 5l 0.1 e 8T (B) “olunad!” Hluwall Jalaad Aallasdl dayall 65 Of
R? @3 oS «(Cohen, West, & Aiken, 2003) 4 L5a, (Chin, 1998)
0.02 = 2amsy 0.13 = laugic 0.26 = 5,8 Ll Lle 2ialSIl il yuiiall
zogedll 1aa gl criye Ried Lo Bl izdsedll panle — 4 Joumdl Julas —
Loagl it culs ope T11% sy o 0860 (Gl 3lat) bl yuaal o
Legin 33.3% awsy bolsyl s (R 23 Ll 2Ly

0.126 =uy.0(P) aed ke 5L :(ANOVA) bl Juils — 4 Jgamd! Julns —
Adlas] WYs 55 Gy wllo yud zasedll 1aa Ol ia 1 <0.05 (e LT oy
iy elany! 3tk 3ol @ :Coefficients edlaleall — 4 Joumll Julows —
03l 25 0.038 (glos P et o ¥l Glatl d Glylais] 2253 IO (e 5uS
andl) 38152 sl @l i) M e elan ) @l sl @ ¥y <0.05 (e
0.05 ;e 58T P aes oY (U aad! Guieel!
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Model 2: Regression with mediatordaswst! gs sla=iyl :2 #3504

Gl paadl ¢ ea,m Glal cad Glylass) s (Sliciat!) Jawel | pdtell .o
(dasusS) abolal! slS1 (g3 aall

dacw o) ps (o oW didn ;a8 5l ¥ HLES1: D Jguand |

Table of model summary
R R Square Adjusted R Square
0.699 0.489 0.445

Table of ANOVAZ:S Julad o

Model Sum of Squares Df Mean Square F P-value
Regression 7342.913 5 1468.583

Residual 7683.025 59 130.221 11.278 0.000
Total 15025.938 64

Table of Coefficients

Unstandardized Stand.
Model Coefficients Coefficients t P-

B Std. Error Beta walue
(Constant) 97.543 11.614 8.309  0.000
IGD < i) el caal )l s 2 0.747 0.298 0.255 2511 0.015
Age i -0.052 0.236 -0.022 -0.220 0.827
Gender sl 1.854 3.164 0.059 0.586 0.560
Income J siaall -1.758 2.068 -0.086 -0.850 0.399
Emotional Intelligence skl s\l -0.578 0.088 -0.637 -6.600  0.000

ol gasadll 1as el royd R 2agd Gle 2Ly izdgadll paile — 5 Joumdl Julxd —
Py Lol . liindd! ol e 48.9% iy o 0563 (pelein Y1 L) gl il
Legin 69.9% aiiy Llsyl Wla (R a3 Lk

0.000 =uy.u(P) a3 Ll 2L:(ANOVA) bl Jules — 5 Jgamd! Jules —
Ablan] WYy g3y mllo zageill aa ol i 1aa <0.05 (o a1 Loy
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Sy el ¥ slatly 5ot @y [Coefficients cdlsledd) — 5 Joumtl Jul=s —
25 0.015 gols P 20 com e i) Glall cad Gljplas] 3aps U35 G S
2ol e gaall ol S e pelanl gl sl @ Y5 <0.05 e Bl
0.05 ;e 58T P aed oY (Jssaad! Gaiomll ¢ paadl)

SS1 ol el Hlamil o 35a3 IS (oo L] o 3) CAmamans I i yal) s Ml
o el BIE e oo imY olall cal Glylain) a0 dasgy LaLLI
e len ¥l Ul G Bllaall Ain 2 JBT ¢yg3€ans o yAI1 alolall sISII) (g593 (S 5 Liall
iy bl ad Gl las) 550 edill dadiall Joms e 35030 dawgs :2 2uis yall
G2 Adiye alays Gl los ol Gladl cs eldin Yl Gl goiue Gle
el ¥ BN (e Bhleall B y2 JBT (539 eudil] daiiall Jomd e 3,300

Model 1:Regression without mediatordacy gga slamsyl -1 z35041

oelan ¥l Gl Al | el
c)..\_]_‘gd‘ C).A.i.” ¢ C'.u):uy‘ c_'LaJT u.a_‘ u‘)hmi :(Qm‘) M‘M‘ e
el

hapagl) 93 (A9 dpda il jlaady) JLEA) 16 Jyaadd
0l z3seill 13a el (e Ried Lo 3L irseill paile — 6 Joumll Jul=s —

Table of model summary
R R Square Adjusted R Square
0.333 0.111 0.052

Table of ANOVA WSl Judad Jgaa

Model Sum of Squares Df Mean Square F P-value
Regression 1670.320 4 417.580

Residual 13355.619 60 222.594 1.876 0.126
Total 15025.938 64
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Table of Coefficients
Unstandardized Stand.

Model Coefficients Coefficients t P-
B Std. Error Beta vilue
(Constant) 60.681 13.313 4.558 0.000
IGD < ) i aad ) laualda 2 0.826 0.389 0.282 2.125 0.038
Age ool -0.274 0.305 -0.114 -0.899 0.372
Gender il 1.301 4.136 0.041 0.315 0.754
Income Jsaadl -4.276 2.657 -0.210 -1.609 0.113

Pl Lol ol ol e 111% iy of 0S8 (Gelaan ) 3La11) sl juinall
Lagin 33.3% dis Llsyl Sl (R s Ll

= wYu(P) @ Ll fly ((ANOVA) culatt Juds — 6 Jgoumdl Juls —
AYs 55 ey pllo 2 zagedt) las of Lin taa 0.05 oe 8T oy 0.126
Alas]

S pelan ¥ slatl 5l @ :Coefficients eilaledd! — 6 Jouzmdl Jul=s —
Jol 25 0.038 (glos Paadtum e ¥l Glatl Gl Glylais] 223 IO (e e
eall) A8l 52 genadl il uiiall M e pelaaa ¥l BlaIl Sl @u ¥y <0.05 ¢
0.05 ;e 58T P e 0¥ (Jsaaad! Guieel!

Model 2: Regression with mediatordas! se Slas=iyl 2 735011

Gl Gaall ¢,y Gl cal Gllais] (OLLGiet) Jatuet | suiiel oo
(dogeusS) eadill daiiall J435 e 35030 il I
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B e A A i Jn ) ) 17 g

Table of model summary
R R Square Adjusted R Square
0.574 0.329 0.272

Table of ANOVAEN Jdad Jsia

Model Sum of Squares Df Mean Square F P-value
Regression 4045.593 5 089.119

Residual 10080.346 59 170.853 5.789 0.000
Total 15025.938 64

Table of Coefficients

Unstandardized Stand.
Model Coefficients Coefficients t P-

B Std. Error Beta ¥alne
(Constant) 91.806 13.659 6.721  0.000
IGD < Y lall cad ol hanial da 2 0.552 0.346 0.189 1.593 0.016
Age ydl -0.092 0.270 -0.038 -0.341 0.734
Gender il 0.634 3.627 0.020 0.175 0.862
Income Jsdell -1.415 2.418 -0.069 -0.585 0.561
S‘E’S Toleranpe Wil it 1l -0.524 0.120 -0.500 4378 0.000

ol zasedll 1as el e R le 2Ly ipiseill axle — 7 Joumdl s —
Pl Lol clindtl ol e 32.9% yuis o 0545 (pelem 1 BLA1) bl juinal!
Legin 57.4% dvwis bolsyl Wlia (R a3 Lk

23 P)=0.000) ae3 Lle 5L :(ANOVA) bt Julms — 7 Joam!l Julms —
Ablas] AW g3y pllo zageit) laa ol i s <0.05 cpe ol

S elan ¥ slatly sal @ Coefficients edlaledd! — 7 Jouzmtl Julws —
25 0.016 golus P 1 e ccdym¥l Gl cand Glplais] 3aps I35 G S
2l pe gaad] il IS e pelen ¥l GlIl 5l @y ¥y 0.05 o ol
0.05 e 58T P aes oY (Jsrawd! Gaiemll ¢ peadl)

oMl Slami¥l adged I (pe Sl @ 3] Amimin LG Bu a1 dinll
e iyl Glall Cad Gl el S35 dangt uudill daiiall Jamd Gle 350801
550501 B dadiyh il Sle glaos Gadl SsLiell e (oalan ¥l Glal gsis
el Bl (e 3Ll A y2 31 (45398 il dadiall Jazd le
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ole Tolaan ot s, gt geldal) slally ed,w¥l Gl el iyl Cpw
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el ¥l Gl g Gle @l mY!

@lud ju5a3 Gle 35,55 Sl sl Aldimadl JSlgall Lle dulyull ola #5105 uSE LS
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able 1S3 (e Guidl G yimdll Ag Iy Gl e oY el myl ol
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o s aSslan B (V1 i (ye G0 NP S SV PRV PP PRI
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dogiall pe Jalaitl Gle 3503 3T (43580 aniil] dniiall el Slams (pSliy (a2l
5k elan 1 BLal xiue 3 plins] (e Isila oo 9o Bped Ll QLW G313 Ll
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Wei et) celaayl Jelal (ya lapag a0 JSES ol (gl AlieusS LutYl
oglat B @alas ol oS G p2ladl e ! 98 B ealid Lea «(al., 2012
Coorells elan ¥l A5all galsall ois an Jeds B .ci8Y ol cad Gyl
@2392909 @ Blae¥ly LYl Guamt b a1y (duadlsll sl cilbogiin (ya
L5830 5 eyl e iy g5 11 Zalin] <y SIY) CLaY! clasins J3ls
eS| Jalgadl Jo daid 555 850 paloadl ols @gd (o] g ,mSIY! QLU denial
Gl calll cilsle o 3a5 ) Anslgll cadaoall du g3y oo ya41 Caall o @l
oLyl wgall (e 1de(Kircaburun et al., 2019) agicayl clSsludl axilasg
el Blmdl (e g3 Calsamtly Calll (3161 Gudmdl aally p2loall ol )
(Wei et al., 2012)cs ¥l olatl cad ol ey 2t LBY

il Ll SIS201 B (e Bimiziell ligiaall 993 31,30 olb o3l 335 Lo Lo,
o» ealuy 33 Las (an Y1 e Glisnioy Budl Sl dgalsel iyl T ea
le S5 abladl sSIU1 G Il pa e wllay (e, BY) pue AIISEY) Calll oSyl
Cabolgall by lslga ) gy il Sisly egdblse @ulali le s8I 5503
3limtl o Buabolall culyamill izt Bls 3 yaall Gl elSsle 1) olely
Jumdl @ i yall abalall s Baws 55 31,891 Gfa 6 n] Lols (e Luadlyll
BIISEY) Call) clSslu b dol 0 Slas J81 (535S 135 mgabolse 5501y [ ugas
.(Kircaburun et al., 2019)

ol g aled) ohyal comy L st ST Laes Anlatl Elad e
celeanyl 3lally Lablal s1S31 ¢ 2831 aulyud (Inam et al., 2014)
130 e 25 Bine g JSauslind @ can (ouial pall sul duelanyl 3511
Al e b cApsgnad| B L ) S G Bgilal] Ao e 3 SLYly H5S3 Gpa Ll
ABat) BLASTLO enliYly HeS I (e Gudmill Ldgacadl B Ui ol 84S ¢y 255001
oulide alazinl @ el sl cliy elan ¥l Glally abladl lS2I1 oy
oobiie alusin] @ LS ablal el Lulat (EQI—YV) abll slsil Jales
cligius @uil (K GSADS—A) puaalyell Gelaa¥l Gl Gllsy i
Owanl yell Gelain ¥ ¥ Gunlia alazial @ el ] @laYl pelanyl slall
cod! @l cass (Inam et al., 2014) aelanyl ssltl Lolat (MASP)
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(Inam et al., 2014) el 3L e Glel @ligius slb) L) Oslens
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Abstract

This article provides an in-depth analysis of the concept of work in the Qur’an from
a purely Qur’anic perspective. The researcher focuses on how the Qur’an portrays
work as a fundamental principle in human life, highlighting verses that emphasize
the value of work, not only as a means of earning a livelihood but also as an act of
worship and a way to attain divine satisfaction.

The researcher emphasizes that work in Islam goes beyond material boundaries to
spiritual and moral dimensions, as it is linked to faith and benevolence. The article
also underscores the close relationship between work and reliance on God, explaining
that reliance does not mean abandoning work but rather requires effort and striving,
followed by trust in God for the results.

The article also addresses several key themes, including:

- Righteous work and its impact on this world and the Hereafter: How a person can
achieve worldly happiness and God’s pleasure in the Hereafter through righteous work.
- Intention in work: The importance of intention in determining the value of work,
where even simple tasks can be elevated to the level of worship if the intention is
purely for God.

- Collective work and its impact: Encouraging teamwork and cooperation among
individuals to achieve common benefits, citing examples from the stories of prophets
and previous nations.

The article concludes with a call to reconsider the concept of work in our daily lives,
considering that returning to Qur’anic principles is the best way to achieve balance
between this world and the Hereafter.

Keywords: Collective work - The Holy Qur’an - Community building - Faith values

- Social reform
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Souriau, Vocabulaire d’esthétique, PUF, 2010, p. 928; La Correspondance des
arts; Paris, Flammarion, 1969, p.35.
7- Ibid., p. 35
8- Souriau, Catégories esthétiques, Paris, Centre de Documentation Univer-
sitaire, 1960, p. 6.
9- Souriau, L’avenir de I’esthétique, op.cit, p. 147
10- Souriau,” L’univers filmique et I’art animalier”, Revue internationale de
filmologie, n° 25, janvier-mars, 1956.
11- Souriau, La Couronne d’herbes, Paris 10/18, 1975, p. 357
12- “Anaphore, notamment dans la théorie de la priére,désigne cet acte per-
sonnellement oblatif (I’offrande de soi) qui accompagne 1’¢lévation de 1’ame
lorsque celle-ci est authentiquement tournée vers Dieu. Ce terme vient du
grec avadpopa qui signifie toute élévation congue comme spontanée, par ex le
lever d’un astre.”(Souriau, L’ombre de Dieu, Paris, PUF,1955, p. 262).Souri-
au utilise ce terme pour désigner le soulévement progressif d’un étre, du né-
ant a I’existence:” Nous appelons anaphore la détermination de 1’étre en tant
qu’elle est accroissement continu de la réalité; et promotions anaphoriques
les opérations qui concernent directement la promotion de 1’étre instauré vers
sa patuité”. Voir: Souriau, L’Instauration philosophique, Paris, Alcan, 1939,
p.-10.
13- Souriau, La correspondance des arts,op.cit., p. 64.
14- Ibid., p. 50.
15- Souriau, La couronned’herbes, op.cit., p. 344.
16- Cf: Souriau, L’idée d’art pur, “Revue d’art et d’esthétique”, a.l, n°:1-2
(Juin 1935), pp. 83-100.
17- “La poésie et 1’art seront peut étre inutiles, car un jour viendra ou en fera
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toute chose poétiquement et artistiquementala fois”.[Cf. Renan , Dialogues et
fragments philosophiques, Paris, Calmann, Lévy, 18762, p. 288.]
18- Souriau, L’avenir de 1’esthétique, op.cit., p. 49.
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20- Renan, Priere sur 1’Acropole, in Id., Souvenirs d’enfance et de jeunesse,

Paris, Calmann- Lévy, 1883, p. 57-72.
21- Souriau, L’Instauration philosophique, op.cit., p.10.
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23- Souriau, Les différents modes d’exister,op.cit., p. 15.
24- Souriau, La correspondance des arts, op.cit., p. 27.
25- Toutes les grandes ceuvres prennent I’homme entier, et ’homme n’est plus
que le serviteur de I’ceuvre, ce monstre a nourrir (...) on peut parler d’un véri-
table parasitisme de I’ceuvre par rapport a ’homme. (...)Je crois que méme si
on me refuse cette idée que I’ceuvre est une personne, on ne peut me refuser
du moins cette idée qu’elle est par rapport a nous, lorsqu’elle est achevée,
un étre autonome ; autonome de fait et par destination — et pourtant nourri
pendant qu’il s’achéve et pour qu’il s’achéve de tout ce qu’il y a de meilleur
en nous. (...)Cette progression de 1’ceuvre, c’est le rapprochement progres-
sif des deux aspects existentiels de I’ceuvre, a faire ou faite. [Avec le dernier
coup d’ébauchoir] la glaise modelée est comme un miroir fidéle de I’ccuvre
a faire, et I’ceuvre a faire est comme incarnée dans le bloc de glaise. Elles ne
font plus qu’un seul et méme étre; il faut se contenter d’une sorte d’harmonie,
d’analogie suffisante, reflet de I’ceuvre a faire dans I’ceuvre faite.La ou une
ame humaine, de toutes ses forces a pris en charge 1’ceuvre a faire, 1a, sur un
point pathétique, a travers cette ame deux étres qui n’en font qu’un, exilés
I’un de ’autre a travers la pluralité¢ des modes d’existence se regardent nostal-
giquement 1’un I’autre et font un pas ’un vers 1’autre. Voir: Etienne Souriau,
Les différents modes d’existence suivi de Du mode d’existence de I’ceuvre a
faire. Présentation Isabelle Stengers et Bruno Latour, PUF, 2009, p. 205-214.
26- Souriau, la correspondance des arts.,op.cit., pp. 4-5.
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27- Souriau, Avoir une ame, Essai sur les existences virtuelles, Lyon, 1938,
p.22.

28- Aséité: I’existence par soi-méme, terme de scolastique s’oppose a
’abaléité (ab alio) I’existence par

référence ou dépendance a un autre.

29- Ibid., p. 23.

30- L’existence virtuelle est donc d’une extréme pureté, d’une extréme spiri-
tualité. A certains égards, on pourrait la considérer comme une épuration de
I’imaginaire, mais le virtuel garde toujours un caractere d’abaliété qui peut le
dévaloriser tant soit peu ; il a besoin d’un point d’appui. C’est méme ce qui le
constitue et le définit. Il est un conditionnement conditionné, suspendu a un
fragment de réalité étrangere a son étre propre, et qui en est comme la formule
évocatoire”. Voir : Souriau, Les différents modes d’existence, op.cit., p. 138.
31- Souriau, La correspondance des arts, op. cit., p. 40.
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Abstract

Correspondence is a literary art; its purposes are diverse and its aims
differ. Correspondence reveals the personality of its author, and whenever
we read the content of its message, we either blame him, or appreciate it
aesthetically, in a sophisticated literary and rhetorical creativity.

Thus, correspondence does not stop at rhetoric and rhetorical arts only,
as some literary letters contain various sciences, astronomical, historical,
geographical, and other types of sciences, especially what we have
witnessed from the letters of the Andalusian era.

Nevertheless, we stop at an important issue; to ask where are the pre-
Islamic letters, and why has history not transmitted to us anything from
them in prose?

This research entails that we employ the historical and retrieval method, as
well as the inductive method; to take examples of what the heritage books
have preserved for us, in the art of Arabic correspondence, from more
than one literary era, and to extrapolate their contents; to see whether they
are a vessel of literature and rhetoric, and whether they contain scientific
references, or whether they are merely quick sermons, or even jokes and
sarcasm, launched in a dry style, devoid of any suspense, and calling for
boredom and weariness.

In the research, we have concluded that the Arabs did not care about
writing pre-Islamic letters, and the beginning of prose in the art of
correspondence began in the era of Islam to call for religion, or for
guidance and direction, then this literary art developed, and its aims and
types expanded, and perhaps its strongest flourishing was in the two eras:
the Abbasid and Andalusian.

Keywords: Correspondence, development, literature, knowledge,
sciences
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Abstract
This research aimed to know the reality of Palestinian refugees in Leba-
non, and the role of the Department of Refugee Affairs of the PLO in
alleviating the suffering of refugees there. The researcher used the de-
scriptive survey method, where he designed a questionnaire consisting
of 34 items, and verified its validity and reliability. Then he distributed it
to the research sample consisting of 384 refugees out of 25,108 refugees.
The results of the research showed that the reality of Palestinian refu-
gees in the camps of Lebanon is very bad. And that the role of the De-
partment of Palestinian Refugee Affairs in it is weak. It also showed that
Palestinian refugees in Lebanon depend on remittances from Palestin-
ian expatriates and on the relief aids provided to them.
The researcher then presented some recommendations, such as con-
ducting detailed scientific studies on the reality of Palestinian refugees
in Lebanon, and on the role of UNRWA in alleviating their suffering.
The researcher recommended conducting detailed scientific studies on
the role of various organizations, institutions and bodies in alleviating
the suffering of Palestinian refugees.
Keywords: Department of Refugee Affairs, Palestine Liberation Orga-
nization, Palestinian refugee, camp.
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Résumé de la recherche

Cette recherche est une lecture de la phrase verbale dans laquelle la
place du sujet peut changer en raison du sens sachant que le changement
de I’ordre des mots dans la phrase a un impact direct sur le sens exprimé.
Cette lecture puise sa source dans la vision linguistique du grammairien
arabe Muhammad bin Abdullah Al-Sabban et dans laquelle il contredit
ce sur quoi la majorité des grammairiens s’accordent.

Al-Sabban considére que la phrase interrogative : « Qui s’est levé ?
C’est une phrase nominale dans la forme, mais la relation entre le verbe
« etrey et le “Trace” du sujet (transformé en prédicat au début de la
phrase) existe toujours. Ce quireflete le sens du verbe en elle. Al-Sabban
précede la théorie élargie en grammaire générative transformationnelle,
qui se base sur 1’¢tude de I’ordre des mots et son impact sur le sens et la
structure de surface de la phrase. Cette idée a été notre point de départ
pour réexaminer les phrases dans lesquelles la place du sujet change,
de sorte qu’il précede son verbe, et que la plupart des grammairiens
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s’accordent a considérer comme une phrase nominale dans la forme .
Nous avons présenté les arguments et les preuves qui prouvent que le
verbe, avec son sens du renouvellement, sa continuité et son mouvement
dans le temps, est a la base de cette phrase, et que dire « nominales »
ces phrases contredit le sens recherché. Ensuite, nous avons procédé
a re-proposer 1’idée qui parle du changement du réle du sujet lorsqu’il
précede son verbe. Cette idée avancée par 1’école Coufique- a été
ignorée et remplacée par d’autres théories linguistiques. Ces dernieres
transforment ’analyse des phrases en des mots alignés les uns apres les
autres dépourvus de leurs sens dans la plupart des cas.
Cette recherche est donc un appel a ré-étudier le “Sens™ des phrases
dans lesquelles le sujet précede le verbe. Nous avons essayé de combiner
entre les théories classiques de la grammaire arabe et la grammaire
transformationnelle générative moderne sachant que ces deux théories
se croisent en de nombreux points. En effet, les études de la grammaire
traditionnelle comprenaient des références a «I’origine» et a la «vérité»
et a leur relation au sens. Ces études ont atteint leur apogée avec «Abd
al-Qaher al-Jurjani», qui a présenté ce que nous pouvons appeler “une
carte routiere” pour I’étude du sens psychologique ou I’ombre du sens
dans les modifications apportées a la phrase, telles que la modification
de l’ordre, la Deletion, 1’Addition... Cela confirme que la syntaxe
est inséparable du sens, et que le besoin du I’étude du sens s’accroit
aujourd’hui pour que la grammaire ne se transforme pas en des mots
alignés les uns apres les autres et formés d’une fagon monotone vidée
de son sens.
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Mots clés

Sujet - Phrase verbale - Phrase nominative - ordre - place - Signification
— Sens- Trace - Structure de surface - Structure profonde.
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ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE
AND POLITICS,
A THREAT OR A CLEAN-UP

Ghada M. Al Ahmadieh

Abstract
Specialist in English Artificial Intelligence (AI) has touched all aspects of
and literature - modern societies; the discipline of politics is one of the

Research in critical
discourse analysis

fields that has been directly affected by it. Whether in the
electoral processes, audience and followers’ influence,
campaigning strategies and social media effect, political
journalism, political data analysis and decision-making,
security and surveillance, algorithmic governance,
diplomacy, or international relations, AI has become
an indispensable political tool. However, the question
remains whether this new Al assisted political view is
seen as a threat or as a clean-up that leads to a better
political future. In this paper, the qualitative research
methods are used to study and explain, and hence
capture the complexity of the political field through
initiating narratives, descriptions and elucidations
that help answer the research questions. It is found
that, till the present time, people are still short of the
theoretical element of Al in the field of politics. Faking,
counterfeiting, deceiving and fabricating narratives are
all possible political scenarios that can now be used in
Al assisted political campaigns by political antagonists.
Moreover, the creation of fake accounts that reveal
support in the form reactions and interactions also
influences all those involved in the electoral processes.
It is improbable to test the real functionality of Al and
its true effect on the electoral processes due to the
complexity of the electoral procedures particularly
when it comes to drawing a clear-cutting line between
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elections as a procedure and the use of robotic manipulation. However,
policy makers can make proper resolutions concerning Al technologies and
their applications where these can be used for good causes basing on the
“precautionary approach” and the “permissionless innovation” Therefore,
Al is neither neutral nor independent as, along with all its applications, it is
created by human brains and humans are the ones who run it.

Key terms: Artificial Intelligence (AI), Generative Al, Al-assisted technologies,
Politics, Qualitative Research.
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ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE AND POLITICS, A THREAT OR A CLEAN-UP /Ghada M. Al Ahmadieh I

Introduction and Background of the Topic

With the rise of generative artificial intelligence (AI) and Al-assisted
technologies, every field of knowledge has been, in one way or another, touched
or influenced to different extents, by their effects; the field of politics is no
exception. The ways citizens are able to participate more straightforwardly
in democratic debate, the means by which politicians run their campaigns,
and the traditions through which the whole electoral processes are tackled,
are all directly affected by AI. However, the question remains whether this
advancement in the relationship between generative Al and its varied
technological tools is seen as a threat for politics or as a means of clean-up
that would contribute positively to the whole method of doing politics and
engaging in its diverse processes.

Contrary to what some people may believe, the idea of Al is not a
new one. The thought of human interaction with inanimates as conscious,
interactive and intelligent beings has haunted the human mind since ever “the
ancient Greeks had myths about robots, and Chinese and Egyptian engineers
built automatons” (Lewis, 2014b). More recently, the increased effort to make
inanimate objects not only intelligent, but also emotional and perceptive was
clear; for example, “in 2022, Google senior engineer Blake Lemoine shared
his concern that the company’s Artificial Intelligence (AI) chatbot could
be sentient” (Samarth, 2023). However, it was not until the year 1956 that
the term AT has been normally used in the common sense of the term “the
field of Al wasn’t formally founded until 1956, ..., where the term ‘artificial
intelligence’ was coined” (Lewis, 2014b). There has also been an effort to divide
the AI development into cycles. For instance, in his article “The Birth of Al
and The First AI Hype Cycle,” Aggarwal (2018) highlights the five cycles of Al
development where the first is about the “genesis of Al and the first hype cycle
during 1950 and 19827, the second deliberates the “resurgence of Al and its
achievements during 1983-2010 the third elucidates the “domains in which
AT systems are already rivaling humans’, the fourth demystifies the “current
hype cycle in Artificial Intelligence”, and the fifth expounds as to “what 2018-
2035 may portend for brains, minds and machines”

The main drive behind the emergence of Al in its current context was
to come up with methods that seek to represent and imitate human intelligence
“the goal was to investigate ways in which machines could be made to simulate
aspects of intelligence” (Stone et al, 2016). As a consequence, Al would possess
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the potential to change politics in so many ways. According to an article in
MIT Technology Review, Al could help foresee and avoid election influence
or intrusion, advance public services, and even revolutionize the balance of
power between governments and citizens by providing citizens more voice
and agency (Schneier & Sanders, 2023).
Literature Review
Several studies tackled the issue of Al and politics. One of these studies is
“How Artificial Intelligence (AI) can be used in Politics & Government?”
(Kumawat, 2020). This study recognizes that politicians resort to Al techniques
to analyze people’s standpoints and adapt their performances correspondingly
“we have seen many politicians studying people’s perspectives by employing
AT techniques and then modifying their views accordingly to gain more
supporters” (Kumawat, 2020). “Can AI Clean-Up Politics?” (Nilsson, 2019)
is another study that questions the possibility of replacing human decision-
making politicians by a “data-driven solution, powered by technology” for
the sake of ridding politics of questionable human qualities like sincerity,
vanity, and honesty. However, according to the study, this sounds impossible
because these technologies are man-made and human-programmed “there
are fundamental flaws with the technology as it currently stands, all of which,
ironically, come from the way human beings have constructed and run it”
(Nilsson, 2019). A study titled “Artificial Intelligence (AI) in Politics: Should
Political AI be Controlled?” (Efthymiou et al. 2020) explores AI and its
recent applications in politics in order to examine the safety and privacy of
such applications in the field of politics. The study “Why Al is a threat to
democracy—and what we can do to stop it” (Hao, 2019) discusses the idea of
threat that Al poses in the field of politics and though we cannot predict or
oversee the future, yet we can still plan for it.
Accordingly, these different studies project Al from various perspectives as
some question the possibility of its use to aid in cleaning-up politics, others
just announce the advent of Al to the field of politics and how politicians use
it in image improvement processes, where the rest see it as an eminent threat.
Methodology

The qualitative method of analysis is followed in this research paper.
Since the political field is complex and ambiguous, and as it is seen from
multiple perspectives, the qualitative research methods have the ability to
address aspects where the collected qualitative data can aid in providing
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interpretations that reveal the multidimensional political prospects. In the
field of politics, the qualitative method is designed to explore and understand
this complex field that involves human behaviors and interactions, as well as
societal structures. It can also help in gaining insights into the way people
behave whether on the individual, group, or institutional levels as it offers
the chance for researchers to observe and study, through interpretation and
analysis, the way people act in their natural settings. The qualitative research
methods allow for a lively and dynamic process of enquiry as these provide
the opportunity for researchers to adapt their approaches to fit with their
context of study and aid in answering the research questions. These include,
inter alia, “observation and immersion, interviews, open-ended surveys,
focus groups, content analysis of visual and textual materials, oral history,
case study research, ethnographic research, phenomenology, and grounded
theory” (Cornell, 2023) . The objective of qualitative research is to explain and
describe rather than predict “provide an explanation, not merely a description
and certainly not a prediction” and it is used in “the humanities and social
sciences, in subjects such as anthropology, sociology, education, health
sciences, history, etc.,” (Cornell, 2023).

Findings and Discussion

“We've reached a fever pitch in all things Al (Hao, 2019) Amy Webb says.
Now it is time to reconsider where it is going. Hence, it seems quite evident
that till the present time, people still lack the conceptual element of Al in the
field of politics “when it comes to how AI may threaten our democracy, much
of the public conversation lacks imagination” (Schneier & Sanders, 2023).
Fake images, counterfeit audios, phony videos and fabricated narratives can
now be used in political campaigns where political opponents may exchange
accusations and libelous campaigns supported and proved by Al fraudulently-
evidenced data; this is coupled with creating fake accounts that reveal support
through sharing content and reactions in the form of emojis, commenting
and sharing in a way that influences all those who take part in the electoral
processes “we worry that Al-generated opinions will swamp the political
preferences of real people because we've seen political “astroturfing”... grow
for decades” (Schneier & Sanders, 2023).

However, when it comes to testing the real functionality of AI and its
authentic effect on the electoral processes, it sounds absolutely improbable
to get true results “worries about Al swaying an election will very likely fail
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the observability test” (Schneier & Sanders, 2023). Additionally, because
of the complexity of electoral procedures, trying to find a clear-cutting
line or a distinct link between elections as a process and the use of robotic
manipulation as practiced for the interests of certain contenders or political
parties remains intricate “while the risks of election manipulation through the
robotic promotion of a candidate’s or party’s interests is a legitimate threat,
elections are massively complex” (Schneier & Sanders, 2023).

Here stems the role of policy makers who have to make proper decisions
regarding the Al technologies and their applications (see image 1 below) that
serve for the good of societies and people “policymakers have to choose a
method to govern a wide variety of Al technologies and applications which
will have a dramatic impact .... and benefits in general” (Kumawat, 2020).
According to Kumarat (2020), there are two approaches that policymakers can
deal with which are the “Preemptively approach or precautionary approach”
and the “Permissionless innovation”. The former can be seen as a means of
preventing applications that pose an imminent social threat and the latter
recommends experimentation for any rising issue (Kumawat, 2020).

A\ Applications of Al
u Healthcare %  Education

a Au : -Space Exploration

@ Finance Gaming

‘ Surveillance i3 Robotics

\l  Social Media [ Agriculture

I Entertainment Edoiniiaea

Image 1: Applications of AI (what are ai applications — Bing, n.d.)

To sum up, some questions may arise whether Al may ever have the ability
to make laws, amend regulations, make political parties and create profits
(Schneier & Sanders, 2023). However, it is claimed that AI would never make
a perfect solution “data can never be truly unbiased and algorithmic systems
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are not a panacea for all of humanity’s problems - however attractive that
might seem” (Nilsson, 2019)

Conclusion

It is proclaimed that one of the most intimidating dangers of Al is that people
too soon believe that they have understood it (Yudkowsky, 2008). So far, the
varied type of research into the field of Al and its relationship to politics
and democracy has yielded no ultimate results. One major reason is that the
human brain and its intelligence has created the Al and all its applications, and
humans are the ones who run them, thus Al is neither neutral nor independent.
This does not mean that researchers in the field of AGI are expected to give
up, quite the contrary, further research aiming at planning for the future is
expected. Moreover, some questions in this regard may be posed like “Could
an Al candidate ever be elected to office?” (Schneier & Sanders, 2023), that
is “will we reach a stage where human beings will be eliminated in political
decision making?” (Kumawat, 2020). Though this is a cogitated idea that is
represented in some fiction movies, yet it sounds to be implausible in the near
future; thus, the threat lurks somewhere but it still hasn’t been clearly revealed
“the voting public and legal establishment are likely to accept more and more
automation and assistance supported by Al but the age of non-human elected
officials is far off” (Schneier & Sanders, 2023).
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Abstract

This article studies the cultural issues that are interpreted psycho-politically in
Churchill’s play A Mouthful of Birds (1986). Through a psycho-political frame,
Churchills play is analyzed through the theories of Raymond Williams who
is considered a precursor and pioneer of cultural studies. Raymond Williams’
thoughts and theories endorse the concept of culture and society in emphasizing
and shaping the development of every individual. These cultural issues encompass
the notion of culture of oppression and submission, the cultural experiences that
shape the individual’s way of life, and the mass culture that has an impact over the
awareness and consciousness of the majority that have a transformative power
toward others. The article discusses Raymond Williams™ notion that culture is
not personified by class; otherwise it would be a complete cultural, historical,
and political misconception. At the time women were oppressed and used for
labor for many generations. A Mouthful of Birds (1986) symbolizes the extent
human beings can take or lose control of their lives. Churchill portrays the
oppressed women under the reign of an oppressive government. Such oppression
is politically maneuvered and any act of resistance is completely prohibited.
The article does not only focus on the question of politics, but also criticizes the
political and cultural plight of human beings in general and women in particular.

Key Words: culture, oppressed, political, labor, resistance, submission

Introduction

Caryl Churchill - the British dramatist, experimentalist, and activist - has
struggled to achieve change for humanity in a society that is void of deceit, gender
discrimination, and cultural discrepancy. Churchill’s search for a small measure
of peace and harmony in a chaotic world has taken a new and revolutionary
dimension. Her political and feminist themes relate to a universal issue that
focuses on individual’s problems and concerns who has no voice. Churchill
depicts individuals that have hopes, desires, dreams and aspirations to be fulfilled,
yet have fears and insecurities. She portrays vulnerable individuals who do make
mistakes, yet they learn and grow. For that reason, Churchill aspires for human
beings, who are free and who should not be condemned or judged for making
mistakes. In fact, by making mistakes they learn, grow and mature.

Churchill is the beacon of the revolutionary notions and used the art of words
in theatre to raise the voice of the unheard and corrupted. A culture has to be
creative and hold the individual meaning and become to mean a whole way of
life. In addition to that, a culture should hold the meaning of art and language
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which are the special processes of discovery and creative effort. Therefore,
according to Raymond Williams, a culture should not be considered as “the
inheritance of the rising class” He called for the defense of the working-class
“against new and destructive forces” of the rising class. According to Williams, the
working class is not a proletarian art; it is rather a “whole way of life” and a basic
collective idea of institutions, manners, habits of thought and intentions. Since
the Industrial Revolution, the working class has produced a culture recognized to
be the collective democratic institution. Working-class culture is primarily social
rather than individual. It is an idea, whether it is called communism, socialism or
cooperation that regards society neither as a neutral area nor as protective, but as
a positive means for all kinds of development including individual development.

Analysis: A Mouthful of Birds

Caryl Churchill’s play A Mouthful of Birds (1986) symbolizes the extent the
characters are tangled up with emotions or fears they try to avoid, to unveil their
deepest repressed desires and their unfulfilled or unattainable needs. Chaos and
violence are spread upon their lives which leave the characters with no other choice
except to cope with their inevitable situation. Williams, the father of cultural
studies and the committed Marxist, believes that culture is a “whole way of life”.
His writings have effectively shaped the ways people understand the complexity of
the notion of culture. According to him, culture should not be specified by “class”
and it does not mean a particular intellectual attitude. It is rather the entire process
of cultural practices and experiences. It is a system by which meanings and ideas
are expressed in art and learning, and ordinary behavior. By the anthropologist’s
context, Culture is always something made by humans. Thus, the cultural activity
is demonstrated through language as a material production. In About Raymond
Williams, Monika Seidl quoted that the “material reality” is grasped through
language that becomes a “practical consciousness” saturated by social activity. In
that sense, Williams links the cultural production to the general labor process (p.
5). He focuses on the notion that the word “labor” represents a combination of
mental and material processes. As a Marxist, Williams believes that the ultimate
human goal is the building of socialism. He focuses on the concept of how human
labor is part of a historical movement toward worldwide socialism.

Churchill has managed to employ a series of unconventional and revolutionary
themes such as combining her interests in the limits of sanity or madness within
the character representation. Her purpose for using such unique conventions
is her attempt to show how much people are cocooned in the illusions of their
past. It reveals the extent to which a person’s identity is trapped in the violence
and repressions of the past. Thus, Churchill has managed to demonstrate the
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repressions caused by violent expressions and beliefs. A Mouthful of Birds (1986)
depicts such notions, and over the next decade Churchill has created the ultimate
means possible to forge through the conventions of language which allowed her
not to confine herself in the conventions of the theatre. She managed as much as
possible to break free of the limits of the conventional society.

Thus, Churchill has become the beacon of the revolutionary notions and used
the art of words in theatre to raise the voice of the unheard and corrupted. A
culture has to be creative and hold the individual meaning and become to mean
a whole way of life. In addition to that, a culture should hold the meaning of art
and language which are the special processes of discovery and creative effort.
Therefore, according to Williams, a culture should not be considered as “the
inheritance of the rising class” He called for the defense of the working-class
“against new and destructive forces” of the rising class. According to Williams, the
working class is not a proletarian art; it is rather a “whole way of life” and a basic
collective idea of institutions, manners, habits of thought and intentions. Since
the Industrial Revolution, the working class has produced a culture recognized to
be the collective democratic institution. Working-class culture is primarily social
rather than individual. It is an idea, whether it is called communism, socialism or
cooperation that regards society neither as a neutral area nor as protective, but as
a positive means for all kinds of development including individual development.
What makes societies of any culture united and integrated is the mutual
understanding and duty towards all the members of society. That is the concept
that Caryl Churchill has focused on which is to give the complete and absolute
right to each and every member of the society specifically the working class since
they have the capabilities as any proficient member in a society. The minority is
part of the majority and the majority cannot be completed unless it gives credit
and value to the minority. According to Williams, it is not possible and completely
irrational to exclude the working class from the English Culture. And to say that
the bourgeois culture is the only way of life in England or it is the sole product of
the culture itself is completely nonsense. It would be complete cultural, historical
and political misconception if the whole way of life is just personified by a class.
To exclude a part at the expense of the whole is to destroy a civilization that
has sacrificed a lot for the interest and benefit of the people. The part is of no
use without the whole and the whole cannot be united without the part. It is a
metamorphosis between two essential sectors that constitute a society and builds
a new culture.

It is out of the breath and effort and voice of the working class that the institutions
of the society are built. It is these institutions, the art and learning that contributed
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to the improvement of the new and advanced cultures. Thus, the future cannot
be formed without the inheritance of the great working-class political and
industrial institutions. Williams stated that “Communication as a whole is a
creative activity. ... It is by learning to perceive, to describe and to communicate
description to others that we create the common reality of our lives.” The best
form of communication can be seen through institutions that embody the reality
and response to it. Art is an example of these kinds of institutions whether
they have biological, social, or personal functions. In “Book reviews: Politics
and Letters”, Chanan claims that “For there are no ‘entirely different order(s),
economic, political — what you will’; there is no lived reality, within which we
respond and act in varying forms.” (p. 88)

Hence, the Marxists would be absolutely faulty if they presume that such culture
is dying and the masses are ignorant. The working-class form the pillar out
of which a beneficial future is predicted. “A culture is common meanings, the
product of a whole people, and offered individual meanings, the product of a
mans whole committed personal and social experience.” These experiences are
made by living and can be brought to consciousness and meaning.

Cultural Issues in A Mouthful of Birds

The search for human perfection becomes an illusion in a materialistic society
where market values reigned. In the modern societies, the quality of life has
changed. Creative imagination is no longer valued and maintains a burden to
the economic progress. In Raymond Williams (1921-1988), Culture and Society,
1780-1950 (1958), Schlegel states that Williams confirms:

“The emphasis on a general common humanity was evidently necessary in a
period in which a new kind of society was coming to think of men as merely
a specialized instrument of production. The emphasis on love and relationship
was necessary not only within the immediate suffering but against the aggressive
individualism and primarily economic relationships which the new society
embodied. Emphasis on the creative imagination, similarly, may be seen as
an alternative construction of human motive and energy, in contrast with the
assumptions of the prevailing political economy.”

Williams observed that “it is not only the lack of purpose in society which distorts
effort; it is also the existence and approval of inequality.” In The Long Revolution,
Williams observes that the foundations of a common culture should be based on
equality.

“We are being made aware that the organization of society on the principle
of private profit, as well as public destruction, is leading to the deformation
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of humanity by unregulated industrialism, and to the exhaustion of natural
resources, and that a good deal of our material progress is a progress for which
succeeding generations may have to pay dearly” (p. 78).

A Mouthful of Birds (1986) depicts the lives of characters walking through
a disentangled and chaotic life. In her Preface to A Mouthful of Birds (1986),
Churchill shows her commitment to explore the theme of violence and women
by stating: “We started with an interest in possession and in women being violent
- two things that come together in The Bacchae, which is why we took it as one
of the starting points for the workshop”. Churchill portrays four women - Lena,
Yvonne, Marcia, and Doreen struggling with their own capacity for violence and
with a violent world. She has depicted Lena experiencing an “undefended day”
in the beginning of the preface when she mentions “there is nothing to protect
you from the forces inside and outside yourself.” She loses herself in a dark world
and becomes possessed by a spirit seen and heard only by her. It is an invisible
presence - played by a male actor - hovering over her every action and usurping
her voice rendering her incapacitated. A war burns inside her soul, affecting her
thoughts, actions, and emotions, transforming her into someone she is not. This
transformation -- between the self and the other, the female and the male, the
subject and the object — emphasizes the dominance of the male power and the
extent of its influence over the female cause.

Cultural constraints are implemented in the play through scenes portraying
women who are being restricted by their societies dictates, yet the men are freed
from the traditions and dictates of society. The women characters experience
a kind of psychic rupture which confines them to their bodies. They do not
transcend from their gendered bodies since they are chained to the thoughts and
notions of oppression. They are entangled to the so-called patriarchal society and
a violent culture that serves constraint. In Women and Violence in A Mouthful of
Birds Theatre Journal, Evan depicted the men who experience a release from the
chains of cultural constructions of sex, gender, and desire. Two male characters
in the play, Dan and Derek are not bound to the restrictions of society, thus they
are released from their masculine identities and become androgynous (p. 170).
These cultural constructions confine women to labeled identities designed by the
cultural plights that impede them from any conscious change.

The subordination scenes in the play depict a psycho-political interpretation of
the culture that maneuvers the role of women and prohibits any act of resistance.
However, women do not only inflict pain upon themselves but also upon other
women. Subordination absorbs their identity, individuality, and voice. Thus, a new
reality is forged; the reality that renders women to be silenced and be downright
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incapable which leads in many cases to self-destruction. In A Mouthful of Birds
(1986), Lena’s cultural self-possession frees her from her constraints imposed by
motherhood when she murders her infant daughter. Psycho-analytically speaking,
the act of killing one’s daughter is a symbolic act of self-inflicting agony and self-
reflexive act of killing oneself. Culturally speaking, the death of a daughter does
not affect a patriarchal family which is concerned more with passing on the name
of the father through the son.

Two female characters, Yvonne and Doreen, become victims of their own
violent psychic state imposed on them by the cultural constructions. The scene
of self-possession unveils Yvonnes history of threatening her mother and
cutting her with knives in an attempt to get alcohol. Doreen’s self-possession
act is circled around dealing with her pain and then attacking other women.
Hence, according to Nicole Loraux in “Black Wrath” in Mothers in Mourning,
the “act of resistance” changes to an “act of victim” (p. 50). Violence against
women renders them incapacitated which leads to inflict pain upon themselves
and those surrounding their lives. The “act of resistance” becomes a lost cause
disguised and murdered by the political-patriarchal culture. Psycho-analytically
speaking, women are being drained from their power to become disempowered
and self-dependent upon others for their survival. They lose their entity and
empowerment which gives the right for the oppressors to gain strength and
impose their authority upon women in particular and the society in general.
Such acts of oppression instigate acts of resistance by women to achieve a
breakthrough from those cultural constructions.

Deploying acts of cultural constructions upon women impose a state of
possession that manifests itself in an altered state of consciousness. Women’s
suffering is vividly revealed in their everyday lives and experiences. The question
poses itself on the meaning of violence deployed against women. Does violence
truly free women from cultural constraints as an act of resistance? Or does it
exceed their possession and repression by transforming them into victims?
Marcia, the Trinidadian medium, is possessed by Sybil, a white woman who
represents the dominant, oppressive government. Sibyl usurps Marcia’s home,
profession, and voice. She renders her weak and unable to hold responsibility
over herself. In her article “How Sweet the Kill’: Orgiastic Female Violence in
Contemporary Re-visions of Euripides’ The Bacchae,” Allison Hersh, argues:
“The possessions which permeate the text of the play each function as ‘acts
of resistance’ which extend the conventional boundaries of gender roles and
empower women” (p. 580).

Amelia Howe Kritzer, on the other hand, believes that possession has its positive
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consequences. According to Kritzer in “Madness and Political Change in the
plays of Caryl Churchill’, possession “allows for the possibility of creating new
selves and a new community” (p. 460). Two women in A Mouthful of Birds
(1986) succeed in creating new lives for themselves because they were able to
transcend their past and all its limitations and obstacles. As a result, their lives are
transformed and altered since they were able to deal with their past suffering by
not allowing it to control their lives. However, is it actually a political progression?
Do the reversed lives of these women create a new community and culture? In
reality, the suffering of these women is what made them strong, dominant, and
conscious to their own situation. Yet, psycho-politically speaking, what was
needed to that change in the course of their lives is to inflict pain and affect them
emotionally through subordination. Hence, they become victims to themselves,
other women, and to society. They lose their power and offer it to the patriarchal
culture that benefits most from that lose.

The psycho-political manipulation against women begins by inflicting pain on
their bodies. The inflicted physical pain is unconsciously transformed into an
unconscious emotional pain. Maria loses the sensation in her body in order to
channel the spirit medium, Baron Sunday, who is a part of her identity and thus
could not use her body and voice. Yvonne is driven by her alcohol addiction and
the painful sensation that accompanies it. In the play A Mouthful of Birds (1986),
Lena hears a voice in her head and Doreen begins her possession scene with a
monologue depicting her aches and pain:

“There’s a pain in my stomach I get if I don't eat and another I get after I've
eaten, and another, it’s not in the stomach - I don’t know where all your tubes
are but there’s definitely something. And the pain in my shoulders and hips goes
right down, my elbows are stiff, my knees seize up, my fingers crack, my toes
throb - so from head to foot. Anywhere you touched me would hurt. And that’s
not even the worst. It's not so much as if I'm going to vomit but every bit of me
is nauseated, my left foot wants to vomit, my blood - I'm completely full of this
awful sickness”. (p. 15)

Doreen’s suffering and pain symbolizes the corruptible cultural system she is
trapped in. Through her suffering, she embodies the agony all other women are
feeling. The nameless “something” and “this awful sickness” can be described
as the inescapable force that traps these women in the confinement of their
bodies and isolates them in their own private dimension. The possession scene
shows that they are not able to flee from their own pain-inflicted bodies. It shows
the extent of the women entrapment in a culture that reduces them to objects
and bodies. The physical and the psychological pain these women suffer from
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exemplify the cultural conditions - social, sexual, psychological, economic, and
racial - that affect them.

In A Mouthful of Birds (1986), Caryl Churchill depicts the two sisters, Jule and
Annie, having two different perspectives against violence. Jule is a possessed
woman who is considered a fugitive and a terrorist. She is trying to evade the
police since she is being prosecuted as an anarchist. Jule is attempting to change
the corruptible political system and she believes that the only way to do that is
by revolting against it by means of violence. Her sister, Ann, is insecure, self-
deprecating woman who believes that the fault lies within her character as a
woman, “Everything I do is a mistake. If I could start again, but how far back?
Before I was born.” She is skeptical of her abilities and always doubting herself;
she is in a turmoil thinking whether she should extricate herself from the sexual
violence being inflicted on her by an employer. Jule tries to assist her sister by
finding, according to her, the most plausible solution which is urging her sister to
kill the employer. In that sense, she reflects to her husband the predicament she is
facing against terror, “Terror’s always made you uneasy. You like to think things
are under control. They never are and they shouldn’t be”

Caryl Churchill is attempting to reveal the culture of silence that dominates
and disempowers women from the belief of their crucial role in society. It is
obviously shown that women are perceived by the patriarchal society as inferior,
contaminating, and threatening to men. For that reason, Churchill has made use
of an important issue that of violence inflicted by women and on women in order
to authenticate her voice and her righteous claim as an advocate of the women’s
rights. She has depicted women in their weakest moments of their lives, being
raised and taught to be unqualified and powerless. Churchill has even confronted
the spectators of how women are judged, warned, punished and coerced to
manage a certain behavior. Then, she intentionally, portrays women striking back
to claim what is rightfully their demands and showed how they revolted against
the male domination.

Conclusion

Caryl Churchill has been the spokeswoman defending women and individuals’
rights in particular; she is the sole activist who rebelled against the strict and
inhumane restrictions enforced upon human beings throughout the wise words
and teachings in her plays. She has shown that culture, through the patriarchal
societies, curtails women’s access to freedom. In A Mouthful of Birds (1986),
women turn against one another, intentionally hurt one another, and inflict
severe pain on one another. The question asked at this point; why does Churchill
depict women suffering and inflicting pain on one another? Why does Churchill
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manifest women in their worst positions and weaknesses and in their most violent
possession scenes? Viewing her plays from that perspective, Churchill intended
to point the pivot to the social system that defines femininity in negative terms.
In doing that, Churchill is shedding light on the clutches the patriarchal culture is
imposing on women and promotes women’s violence against themselves.

The call for reverence of women’s substantial role in society and their rightful
place among cultures has been fought for thousands of years. Nevertheless, it
is obviously revealed in the report Women: Challenges to the Year 2000 that in
a recent United Nations publication on women demonstrate the ill-treatment
their minds and bodies are subjected to. What is perfectly surprising is that
throughout the industrialized as well as the developing countries, there exists
the idea of superficially understanding women and the belief of their inferiority.
Women among cultures have been marginalized, subdued, and caged in a circle
of oppression. They have endured pain, destructive criticism, and harassment
in addition to imprisonment of their souls, feelings, and free will. Yet, they still
revolted against tyranny that suppressed their voice and prohibited them from
speaking their minds.

On the psycho-political level, once the human soul is drained of its meaning
for life, of its passion for achieving the impossible tasks, right then the human
soul would easily lose interest of living and existing. That change can occur to
individuals whenever given the incentive to believe they can no longer depend
on their intuition or achieve the best results and accomplishments unless they
are told what to do. They would be living in a culture where the opinion and
perspective of the consensus affect them profoundly that their own voice can
no longer be heard even to themselves. Hence, politics have a great impact on
changing people’s lives, psychologically manipulating their way of thinking in
order to accomplish its greater cause that of keeping people under the control of
the supreme system.
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Exploring NFT Adoption
Among Lebanese Designers:
Opportunities and Copyright

Issues

Massoud Georges Habib Abstract

Ph.D candidate, This paper investigates the adoption of Non-Fungible
Lebanese Tokens (NFTs) among Lebanese designers, emphasizing
University, the opportunities and copyright challenges within the
Doctoral School of  digital art marketplace. By employing a qualitative
Literature, research strategy, the study surveys the current level
Humanities et of NFT adoption, explores the benefits these digital
social sciences assets offer, and identifies key copyright issues in this

emerging sector. The research aims to provide a broad
understanding of how Lebanese designers are engaging
with NFTs and the potential they see in this technology.
It delves into the transformative impact NFTs can
have on the art community in Lebanon, offering new
avenues for revenue, exposure, and creative expression.
Moreover, it also addresses the legal and ethical
challenges related to copyright, such as unauthorized
reproductions and intellectual property theft, which are
critical concerns for artists and designers.

The findings offer valuable insights for designers,
policymakers, and the broader art community, outlining
the opportunities for growth and innovation while also
highlighting the need for robust copyright protections.
This study contributes to the discourse on digital art and
NFTs, underscoring their significance in the evolving
landscape of art and design in Lebanon.
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Introduction

1.1 Background

The digital scene has experiencedsignificant transformations with the rise of
Non-Fungible Tokens (NFTs), which have revolutionized how art and design
are made, owned, and exchanged. Unlike conventional cryptocurrencies,
NFTs are unique digital resources verified utilizing blockchain innovation,
guaranteeing authenticity and ownership. Universally, NFTs have opened new
financialand creativeroads forartistsand creators, permitting them to monetize
their work in unprecedented ways(Wang & Feng, 2022). In Lebanon, however,
the NFT market is still developing, advertising a unique setting to investigate
how local creators are engaging with these digital resources(Hourany, 2022).
1.2 Problem Statement

In spite of the worldwide surge in NFT adoption, there's limited understanding
of how Lebanese designers are integrating NFTs into their practice. This paper
aims to fill this gap by analyzing the degree of NFT adoption, the opportunities
they give, and the copyright challenges that emerge.
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1.3 Research Questions

The main research question for this project is:

How are Lebanese designers adopting NFTs, and what opportunities and
copyright challenges do they face in the digital art marketplace?

To answer it, three sub-questions are established:

1. What is the current level of NFT adoption among Lebanese designers?

2. What opportunities do NFTs present for Lebanese designers?

3. What are the main copyright issues faced by Lebanese designers working
with NFTs?

1.4 Hypotheses

« H1: Lebanese designers are willing to adopt NFTs due to the economic and
creative opportunities they present.

o H2: Copyright issues are a significant barrier to NFT adoption among
Lebanese designers.

1.5 Objectives of the Study

« To assess the level of NFT adoption among Lebanese designers.

« To explore the opportunities presented by NFTs for Lebanese designers.

« To identify the main copyright challenges faced by Lebanese designers in the
NEFT space.

1.6 Significance of the Study

This study is significant for Lebanese designers seeking to understand and
use NFTs, policymakers aiming to support the advanced art market, and
the broader art community fascinated by the advancement of digital art and
intellectual property rights.

Literature Review

2.1 Overview of NFTs

NFTs, or Non-Fungible Tokens, are unique digital tokens that represent
ownership of particular items or content, confirmed through blockchain
technology. Unlike cryptocurrencies like Bitcoin, NFTs are resolute and
unique, which permits them to serve as a digital certificate of authenticity and
ownership for digital art, music, recordings, and other shapes of media(Lee,
2023). NFTs give a mechanism to demonstrate ownership and authenticity of
digital resources, which is especially important within the setting of art and
collectibles. This characteristic has made NFTs a groundbreaking innovation
within the digital art world, advertising a new worldview for how digital
content is owned and exchanged(Okonkwo, 2021).
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2.2 NFTs within the Art and Design Industry

The presentation of NFTs has significantly disrupted traditional art and plan
markets. NFTs offer artists and designers better approaches to monetize their
work by empowering them to sell digital artworks specifically to collectors
without the need for mediators (Ali & von Maltzahn, 2022). This direct-to-
consumer model is especially profitable because it can broaden the reach
of artists and give them with a worldwide audience. NFT platforms have
democratized the art market, allowing specialists from anywhere within the
world to gain exposure and offer their work (Elsden et al., 2024).

Case studies from nations like the USA, UK, and Japan outline the significant
impact of NFTs on the careers of numerous artists. For instance, American
digital artist Beeple's NFT artwork "Everydays: The first 5000 Days" sold for
$69 million at Christie's, illustrating the potential for significant monetary
returns(Kastrenakes, 2021). Similarly, Japanese artist Takashi Murakami has
grasped NFTs, finding new income streams and worldwide acknowledgment
(Nast, 2022). These examples emphasize how NFTs can change the livelihoods
of artists, providing them with monetary independence and new creative
opportunities.

2.3 The NFT Market in Lebanon

In spite of being in its early stages, the NFT market in Lebanon is showcasing
potential as more creators join in digital art exchanges. Individual artists
and small design groups are playing a major part within the Lebanese NFT
segment. For example, the artist Elie Saab understands the possibilities that
NFTs give for digital art (Keuchkerian, 2022).

In Lebanon, NFTs have been embraced due to a need of faith in conventional
banking and a need for monetary steadiness. The artist Ralph Khoury, also
alluded to as "Ginger Potter", entered the NFT space in April 2021, making
NFTs a source of cash and a great elective to established art marketplaces.
He rapidly became celebrated and well known for his bright and inventive
digital works. His artwork was broadly shown in Times Square at NFT NYC
and has also been included at Beirut's debut NFT presentation, "NFT LB," in
September 20, 2022.

This occasion stamped the debut of OasisX, Lebanon's first creative NFT studio
and marketplace, to highlight the centrality of innovation in empowering
diversity inside the digital art community (BlogBaladi, 2023; Artscoops, 2022).
Even with these achievements, Lebanese artists proceed to confront critical
deterrents, such as being banned from OpenSea, the world's biggest NFT
marketplace. This incident has been seen as politically driven and resulted
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in deleted accounts and collections, as well as budgetary and reputational
harm (Ayadi&Forouheshfar, 2023). In addition, the potential development of
the NFT market in Lebanon is prevented by poor internet infrastructure and
administrative issues (Mouris&Tsoutsos, 2022).

In addition to commercial interests, NFTs in Lebanon also serve charitable
purposes, with the collaboration between the Children's Cancer Center of
Lebanon (CCCL) and OasisX utilizing NFTs to raise funds for children battling
cancer, illustrating the transparent nature of blockchain innovation (Anna K.,
2023), and the "Redress Lebanon" activity, in association with Annahar and
designer Zuhair Murad, sells NFTs of a typical dress to benefit mental wellbeing
causes within the aftermath of the Beirut explosion (Baghdadi, 2024).

2.4 Copyright Issues within the Digital Art World

NFTs provide critical intellectual property assurance by tokenizing digital
artworks and safely recording ownership and authenticity on the blockchain.
This method secures artists' works from illegal replication and builds up an
undisputed record of ownership and beginning. The security provided by
blockchain innovation expands past traditional means of digital art spread,
expanding the viability of preserving artists' intellectual property rights.
Although the study analyzes these benefits on a worldwide premise, it does
not address copyright issues specific to NFTs in Lebanon (Hourany, 2022).
On the other hand, the digital nature of NFTs raises complicated copyright
concerns that traditional rules may not effectively address. Traditional
copyright rules are usually inadequate to address the complexities of digital
ownership and distribution inherent in NFTs. The nature of NFTs raises
concerns regarding the originality and ownership of digital artworks, perhaps
sparking legal controversy (Lee, 2023).

These copyright issues are exacerbated by the global nature of NFT exchanges.
Exchanges might encompass many jurisdictions, each with its own legal
measures and translations of copyright law. The global scale of NFT transactions
creates a legal gray zone in which the rights of authors and purchasers might
get muddled, making it difficult to enforce copyright securities consistently.
Unauthorized propagation and sale of digital art as NFTs without the artist's
authorization is becoming more widespread, stressing the need for clearer
legal structures and securities (Lee, 2023).

In conclusion, while NFTs provide exciting potential for Lebanese creators and the
global art community, they also create significant obstacles, particularly in terms of
copyright. Tackling these difficulties through improved legal systems and support
frameworks is critical to fully achieving the promise of NFTs in the digital art world.
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Methodology

3.1 Research Design

This study utilizes a subjective research plan, centering on in-depth interviews
to gain a comprehensive understanding of NFT selection among Lebanese
designers. The qualitative approach permits for the exploration of personal
encounters, experiences, and challenges confronted by originators in this
rising field (Hollstein, 2011). By concentrating on detailed interviews, the
study aims to capture the nuanced viewpoints of people actively involved
within the NFT space.

3.2 Data Collection Strategies

The primary information collection strategy for this study was in-depth
interviews. These interviews were conducted with chosen Lebanese designers
who have direct involvement with NFTs. The interviews aimed to gather
detailed bits of knowledge into their motivations for adopting NFTs, the
opportunities they have experienced, and the challenges they confront,
especially with respect to copyright issues.

Each interview followed a semi-structured format, allowing for adaptability
in exploring particular ranges of interest while guaranteeing that core subjects
were secured. The interviews were conducted either in person or through online
platforms, depending on the participants’ inclinations and accessibility. This
approach empowered the collection of rich, detailed accounts from each designer.
3.3 Sampling

Participants were chosen employing a purposive sampling strategy, which
guaranteed a different representation of perspectives inside the Lebanese plan
community. The criteria for selection included:

1. Active involvement within the Lebanese design community.

2. Experience with creating, offering, or engaging with NFTs.

3. Willingness to discuss their encounters and insights in detail.

This sampling method permitted the study to focus on people with significant
experience and knowledge, giving a more in-depth understanding of the
research questions (Tongco, 2007). The final sample included creators from
different foundations, counting digital specialists, graphic designers, and
multidisciplinary creators, guaranteeing a wide run of perspectives.

3.4 Data Examination

The information collected from the interviews were analyzed using thematic
analysis, a strategy well-suited for distinguishing, analyzing, and detailing
patterns (themes) inside qualitative data (Terry et al., 2017). The process
involved several steps:

26 | alzil



Exploring NFT Adoption Among Lebanese Designers /Massoud G. Habib

1. Familiarization: Translating the interviews and perusing through the
transcripts to become completely familiar with the information.

2. Coding: Producing initial codes by identifying critical highlights of the
information related to the research questions.

3. Theme Advancement: Collating codes into potential themes and reviewing
these themes to guarantee they precisely reflect the information.

4. Defining Topics: Refining and characterizing each topic to make a coherent
narrative that addresses the study's objectives.

This precise approach allowed for the identification of key topics related to
NFT selection, opportunities, and copyright challenges.

3.5 Ethical Considerations

Guaranteeing ethical integrity was fundamental in conducting this study. Key
ethical contemplations included:

1. Confidentiality: All members were guaranteed that their identities would
stay confidential, using anonymization to address them. Individual data was
anonymized within the final report to secure participants’ security.

2. Informed Consent: Members were fully educated about the study's purpose,
their part within the research, and their right to withdraw at any time without
penalty. Consent was gotten verbally or in writing before the interviews
commenced.

By adhering to these moral guidelines, the consider aimed to regard participants'
rights and give reliable and unbiased discoveries that precisely reflect the
encounters and points of view of Lebanese designers engaging with NFTs.

Results and Discussion

4.1 Interview Insights

The qualitative interviews conducted with Lebanese designers provided
in-depth bits of knowledge into their experiences with NFTs. Numerous
designers highlighted the dual appeal of financial gain and broader audience
reach as essential motivators for embracing NFTs. As one designer, clarified,
“NFTs offer a new income stream that's especially appealing given the financial
situation in Lebanon. It's an opportunity to monetize digital art in ways that
were not possible before."

Another designer emphasized the worldwide reach that NFTs manage: "Before
NFTs, our market was largely local. Now, we are able to sell to collectors around
the world. It's energizing to think that somebody in New York or Tokyo may
own my art." This expanded market potential is particularly engaging in a
nation where local financial opportunities are restricted.
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However, the selection of NFTs isn't without its challenges. Numerous designers
admitted battling with the specialized aspects of creating and offering NFTs.
Another artist shared her challenges: "Understanding the innovation behind
NFTs and how to create them was a steep learning bend. There's a lot to grasp
about blockchain, cryptocurrency, and the platforms themselves."

Moreover, designers confront critical copyright concerns. One artist noted,
"One of the greatest challenges is securing your work. Once something
is digital, it's so simple for it to be replicated and reproduced without your
authorization." These issues highlight the need for more prominent support
and resources to help creators explore the complexities of the NFT space.

4.2 Opportunities for Lebanese Creators

In spite of the challenges, NFTs present substantial opportunities for Lebanese
designers. One of the most noteworthy benefits is increased visibility. As a
Lebanese designer observed, "NFTs have put my work in front of a universal
audience. I've picked up supporters and collectors from distinctive parts of
the world who would never have seen my work otherwise." This worldwide
exposure can lead to new opportunities for collaboration and career headway.
NFTs also offer new income models. Customarily, specialists might offer their
work through displays or direct commissions, but NFTs allow for the creation
and deal of digital-only art. This may be especially profitable for designers
who specialize in digital media. Another participant shared his encounter: "I
used to do a lot of independent work, but with NFTs, I can make art and offer
it straightforwardly to collectors. It's a more sustainable and profitable model
for me."

In addition, NFTs give a platform for inventive experimentation. Digital
artists can investigate new styles and groups that might not be attainable in
conventional media. One participant noted, "The flexibility to create without
the limitations of physical materials has been freeing. I can experiment with
movement, 3D models, and interactive pieces, which adds a new dimension
to my work."

Successful case studies among Lebanese originators emphasize the potential
for international acknowledgment. For instance, a designer sold a few pieces
as NFTs and picked up significant consideration from art enthusiasts globally.
He commented, "The acknowledgment I've gotten through NFTs has opened
doors to shows and collaborations that [ wouldn't have had access to otherwise."
4.3 Copyright Challenges

Copyright issues remain a critical concern for Lebanese creators working with
NFTs. The digital nature of NFTs makes it troublesome to secure intellectual
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property. One common issue is proving ownership. As one participant
clarified, "Even though NFTs are supposed to confirm proprietorship, there
have been cases where my art was tokenized and sold by somebody else. It's
baftling and difficult to fight against."

Unauthorized propagation of artworks is another predominant issue. One
participant described a troubling encounter: "I found out that somebody had
taken one of my digital paintings, stamped it as an NFT, and sold it without
my consent. It took a lot of exertion and resources to induce it taken down."
This incident highlights the need of robust instruments to prevent and address
copyright infringements in the NFT space.

Theneedfor clearlegal systems to address disputes compounds these challenges.
Another artist communicated his concerns: "There's no comprehensive legal
framework to secure digital artists within the NFT space. When disputes arise,
it's vague what legal recourse we have, particularly in an international setting."
This ambiguity creates a dubious environment for originators, who may feel
vulnerable to exploitation.

To mitigate these issues, some designers are taking proactive measures. A
participant mentioned, "I've started to incorporate detailed metadata and
watermarks in my digital files to help demonstrate ownership. It's not secure,
but it's a step in the right direction.” Others advocate for the advancement of
better legal securities and industry guidelines to protect artists' rights.

In conclusion, while NFTs offer exciting opportunities for Lebanese creators,
especially in terms of visibility, revenue, and inventive freedom, they also
show critical challenges related to technology and copyright. Addressing these
issues through better support, instruction, and legal systems is fundamental to
guarantee that designers can completely benefit from this emerging market.

Conclusion and Recommendations

5.1 Summary of Findings

The study found that while NFT selection among Lebanese designers is still
constrained, there's critical interest and potential for development. NFTs offer
financial and inventive opportunities but are accompanied by outstanding
copyright challenges.

5.2 Suggestions for Designers

For Lebanese designers considering NFTs, it is significant to understand both
the opportunities and the dangers. Viable strategies incorporate staying informed
about innovative advancements, seeking legal counsel on copyright issues, and
engaging with universal NFT communities to pick up exposure and support.
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5.3 Policy Suggestions

Policymakers ought to support the NFT market by creating clear legal
systems that address copyright issues and give education and resources to
help originators explore this new scene. Empowering collaborations between
architects and tech experts can also encourage smoother selection of NFTs.
5.4 Future Research Directions

Future research ought to center on long-term patterns in NFT selection, the
viability of legal systems in securing intellectual property, and the financial
impact of NFTs on the Lebanese design industry.

5.5 Final Thoughts

NFTs have the potential to convert the Lebanese design industry by opening
modern markets and income streams. However, addressing the accompanying
copyright challenges is fundamental to guarantee sustainable development and
protection for originators. By understanding and leveraging NFTs, Lebanese
designers can position themselves at the forefront of the worldwide digital art
development.
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LE LIBAN ACTUEL ET LE
COURANT PERSONNALISTE

Dr. Mounir Saghbini

INTRODUCTION

Mon intervention portera sur ma vision sur le Liban
daujourd’hui, inspirée par la philosophie personnaliste
de René HABACH], ce qui a fait lobjet de ma theése de
doctorat a Rome en 1978.

Comme nous le savons tous, le Liban

P est une société multiculturelle, associée a des valeurs
culturelles, religieuses et morales communes.

P une société multidisciplinaire: dans la société
libanaise, le monothéisme et le confessionnalisme
cohabitent et partagent les mémes valeurs éthiques et
religieuses. Les échanges entre les composantes de la
société libanaise ne se réalisent qua partir de l'intérét
propre de chaque communauté, tout en prenant
en considération lexistence de lintérét des autres
communautés.

P une terre déchanges : le Liban est par essence et par
conséquence une terre déchanges autour des principes
éthiques et religieux communs, ot la personne humaine
est considérée par essence comme un étre créé a 'image
de Dieu. La personne humaine est composée de deux
entités, lentité humaine et lentité spirituelle, dite divine.
1. LE PERSONNALISME ACTUEL PAR RAPPORT
A SON HISTOIRE

Les principes fondamentaux du courant personnaliste
sont la convivialité, la fraternité et l'ouverture réciproque
et mutuelle.

Spécialiste en
Philosophie
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Ce courant philosophique a connu au cours de son histoire trois étapes
fondamentales. D’abord avec RENOUVIER et sa philosophie individualiste
et ensuite avec MOUNIER et ses disciples notamment autour de la Revue
Esprit.

Vers la fin du XX siécle, la philosophie personnaliste a pris une nouvelle vision
plus universelle et plus globale, nommée fédérale de tous les états, de toutes
les sociétés dont la personne humaine est le centre. Le fondateur de ce courant
nouveau de la philosophie personnaliste est Alexandre MARC.

Alexandre MARC, né en 1904 et mort en 2000 est un écrivain et un philosophe
francais, chef de file et théoricien du fédéralisme européen. Il est issu d’'une
famille juive et il sest converti au christianisme apres avoir lu les ceuvres de
Saint Augustin. Il est a lorigine de plusieurs groupes intellectuels appelés « les
conformistes des années 30 ». Il a participé a la rédaction de la Revue Esprit et
a la création du Club du Moulin Vert qui a suscité le mouvement et la Revue
de I'Ordre Nouveau, dont il écrira le manifeste en 1931. Il voulait que le Club
du Moulin Vert soit un cercle cecuménique par excellence ou les penseurs
orthodoxes, catholiques, protestants et agnostiques pourraient partager et
échanger leurs idées.

Selon Alexandre MARC, le personnalisme, du point de vue philosophique
et spirituel, est une partie intégrante de la mentalité catholique. Alexandre
Marc pensait «spirituel d'abord, économique ensuite et la politique est a leur
service». Il affirme que le christianisme nest pas une révolution, mais elle est
la source de toute révolution. Comme Jean LACROIX qui disait dans son livre
«le personnalisme est une anti-idéologie ». Le personnalisme peut se définir
comme une volonté de défendre la personne contre tous les systémes qui la
défigurent ou loppriment. Cest pourquoi, il concevait que les institutions
politiques, sociales, culturelles, doivent tendre a favoriser Iépanouissement de
la personne et non a l'asservir.

Le personnalisme est un humanisme intégral. Le fédéralisme que prone
Alexandre Marc met la personne humaine au-dessus de toute autre chose.
La personne ne peut et ne doit pas se confondre avec les états. La personne
humaine ne se réduit pas a une fonction, a un travail, a des consommations ou
a des citoyens purs et simples.

En revenant a la situation libanaise, je vois que la philosophie de la personne,
fondée par HABACHI, nest pas loin de cette nouvelle tournante de la
philosophie personnaliste moderne. Je crois effectivement en un fédéralisme
global de la personne comme axe central de toute ouverture, de tout dialogue,
entre toutes les cultures et toutes les religions. Le Liban constitue une terre
propice a cette nouvelle orientation philosophique. Je pense que la personne
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dans cette nouvelle démarche philosophique se voit comme une communion
entre son essence integre et son existence blessée. La personne humaine est
donc considérée comme une communion qui nous invite a dépasser notre
individualisme avare et qui nous pousse a acquérir les signes de notre éternité.
HABACHI va plus loin dans sa réflexion, il dit que la personne nest pas un
simple objet, ni une simple manifestation, elle nest pas non plus une notion
vague sans identification, mais elle est une réalité concrete, située dans un
temps et dans un lieu et espace bien déterminés. La personne a une nature
aussi bien humaine que divine. Elle nest pas une réalisation, mais elle est une
image créée par Dieu, dou HABACHI cherche a réconcilier dans la personne
humaine les deux pdles qui constituent la nature de 'homme : essence et
existence.

La vraie dimension intérieure de la personne est sa dimension transcendantale
et spirituelle, celle-ci se situe dans une réalité vécue, une réalité charnelle
autant que spirituelle. Jean LACROIX est dans la méme ligne lorsqu’il dit
que la personne est une ouverture sur elle-méme d'abord en reconnaissant
sa vocation a l'intérieur delle-méme et dans 'univers. HABACHI disait aussi
que la personne est une ouverture envers la société, comme elle est méme
lensemble de la société, elle est un Oui et un Non, cest-a-dire quelle est un
témoin. Le témoin est précisément cette personne qui porte dans sa conscience,
a la fois, ce qui est relatif et absolu. Elle porte donc un témoignage . Donc la
personne humaine est la conscience de 'humanité et de 'univers créé. Elle
est une présence, mais une présence qui recommence toujours, car la loi de la
personne est la croissance. La personne est a la fois Nature et Aventure .

2. LCEXIGENCE DE LA PERSONNE LIBANAISE VUE PAR RENE
HABACHI

Le courant personnaliste, dite la philosophie de 'Thomme en tant que personne,
peut délibérément donner une réponse aux exigences de la personne libanaise
quoi quelle soit son appartenance confessionnelle et religieuse. Car toute
personne humaine issue d’une religion monothéiste partage le méme sort,
les mémes valeurs humaines et spirituelles. La philosophie personnaliste,
proposée par René HABACHI, procure a notre société et a la personne qui vit
dans cette société, une paix sans équivoque. En plus elle assure une ouverture
a soi d'abord et a l'acceptation de l'autre comme un artisan de paix et de bien-
étre de chaque membre de la société.

HABACHI, qui est issu de notre terre, de notre souche humaine et sociale, de
notre maniere détre, de penser, de notre maniere d’agir et de vivre les choses
difficiles ou simples, nous propose magistralement une nouvelle vision de
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personnalisme adapté a notre étre oriental, vétu de deux pdles dexistence :
ESSENCE ET EXISTENCE

DIEU fait HOMME représente le mystere de I'incarnation.

DIEU sest révélé au Prophete par le biais du message de 'Ange Gabriel au
Prophete.

Dieudevient pour la personne orientale en général et pour la personne libanaise
en particulier un Message révélé et un Dieu incarné qui est devenu Homme
a part entiére. Donc notre courant personnaliste est moins idéologique, il est
moins rationaliste, il est plutot une démarche réaliste et méme théologique, qui
touche la terre comme étant une créature de Dieu. Il touche aussi la personne
dans ses dimensions horizontale et verticale.

3. LES DIMENSIONS DE LA PERSONNE HUMAINE

- Dimension horizontale

La dimension horizontale de la personne humaine symbolise notre situation
dans le monde et notre facon dagir, les mondes des apparences. Elle se
manifeste par nos relations interhumaines et méme personnelles.

- Dimension verticale

La dimension verticale symbolise le monde de I'imaginaire, de I'invisible et
se manifeste par des significations eschatologiques multiples. La réponse
philosophique apportée par HABACHI est la suivante : la convivialité entre
les composantes de la société libanaise doit aboutir a l'unicité authentique
des Libanais, pour former un seul peuple. Cette unicité authentique doit étre
basée sur la fraternité et louverture mutuelle entre chrétiens et musulmans.

La personne chrétienne et la personne musulmane libanaise se considérent
mutuellement comme des partenaires indispensables a la construction de leur
pays, le Liban .

4. LE LIBAN, CHEF-D’GEUVRE DE DIEU

Je vois le Liban comme une mosaique, une ceuvre d’art, une icone orientale.
Chaque piéce et chaque couleur en soi a sa propre valeur, mais lensemble de
ces composantes reflete les valeurs et la beauté de ces composantes, dou si
une piece de ces composantes est négligée, ou anéantie, le Liban comme un
chef-doeuvre cessera a ce moment-la de témoigner son identité authentique
et unique dans cette région du monde.

Les Libanais sont donc appelés, afin de conserver cette identité authentique
et unique, a se voir autrement. Les Libanais doivent souvrir autour de leurs
valeurs et de leurs traditions communes, inspirées de cette terre riche des
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dons de Dieu et de notre religion monothéiste. Ma réflexion a ce propos est la
suivante :
Si nous connaissons nous-mémes, nous pouvons connaitre les autres.

La loi de cette réflexion est la transparence. Elle nous aide a nous ouvrir les
uns aux autres, a nous ouvrir mutuellement.

Edifier la paix et le droit de vivre en paix exige la pratique de la liberté dexister.
Le courant personnaliste de René HABACHI peut nous aider a établir et a
construire une société libanaise fondée sur le droit de la personne et sur sa
liberté en tant quétre libre, libéré de Dieu. Lexercice ne se fait qua travers
louverture a lautre. Pour enrichir cette approche a autrui, nous devons
dépasser notre propre égoisme. Car [égoisme et légocentrisme ne sont qu'une
forme de la négation pure et simple de l'autre. La négation de l'autre cest aussi
le refus de son existence, cest aussi le refus de son droit dexister et de réaliser
ses propres droits. La négation du droit de la personne humaine dexprimer ses
propres droits a la vie, de sexprimer librement et de faire librement ses choix
de ses propres idées et opinions, rend 'homme sans sécurité, sans paix envers
lui-méme et par conséquence envers autrui.

HABACHI écrit que la paix de ’homme est une paix divine, car nous sommes
des étres humains créés a 'image de Dieu. Cest pourquoi cette paix qui est en
nous est un don de Dieu. Clest un don gratuit .

A partir de cette perspective nous pouvons édifier et consolider un dialogue
sincére et profond entre toutes les composantes de la société libanaise. Ce
dialogue doit commencer au préalable par la création d’'un systeme éducatif
centré sur la personne humaine, sur sa dignité, basé sur le respect de la
personne, sans regarder son appartenance religieuse ou sa race ou sa culture
sociale. Car Iéducation est un droit légitime et fondamental de toute personne
humaine.

5. ROLE DE LA JEUNESSE LIBANAISE

La question qui se pose a nous est «Comment peut-on édifier une culture de
paix a la lumiere de la philosophie personnaliste ? »

Edifier une culture de paix dans la philosophie personnaliste, par la voix de
PAUL RICOEUR, consiste a faire comprendre et respecter a chaque personne,
la justice et le droit de vivre et dexister. La culture de paix suppose un effort
qui dépasse Iégoisme, un effort généralisé pour modifier les modes de pensées
et d’action afin de promouvoir la paix. Nous devons en effet construire dans
notre société Iégalité et la solidarité entre tous les citoyens, loin des impulsions
individuelles, individualistes et égocentriques. Cela implique de la part de
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toutes les composantes de la société, dencourager la jeunesse libanaise a
travers les médias & promouvoir et a propager entre elle une culture de paix,
soutenue par des programmes déducation civique. Il faut encourager les
citoyens libanais a prendre des initiatives constructives en faveur de la paix.

6. ROLE DE LCEGLISE ORIENTALE DANS LEDIFICATION DE LA
CULTURE DE PAIX

En conformité avec lesprit philosophique de René HABACHI et avec
lenseignement de léglise universelle, la paix est un concept central des
religions. Monseigneur Paul Richard GALLAGHER, dans son discours au
congrés « Créer une culture de paix: que peuvent faire les religions ? »,
prone que les religions, ‘toutes’ les religions, ont un role important a jouer
dans la promotion de ces valeurs qui sont essentielles pour créer une culture
de paix. Les responsables religieux ont une responsabilité particuliére dans
la promotion de la tolérance et de la réconciliation ainsi que dans le rejet de
I'usage erroné de la religion comme justification de la violence. Il continue
son discours en disant que : « la paix se construit avec lesprit ainsi quavec les
idées et les ceuvres de paix ».

Dans cette maniere simple et authentique, nous voyons que la paix et le
dialogue entre toutes les religions et entre toutes les cultures ne se réalisent
que par le retour a notre foi en Dieu et en ’homme qui est créé a I'image de
Dieu. La construction d’une paix durable doit étre un des objectifs principaux
de notre vie quotidienne. Elle est aussi une partie intégrante de la mission de
I'Eglise universelle et locale.

Le Pape Paul VI, dans son discours a 'Assemblée Générale des Nations Unies,
en 1965, nous a rappelé que « le monde actuel est appelé a créer sa propre
histoire, une histoire nouvelle et pacifique, celle qui sera vraiment et pleinement
humaine ». Il a continué son discours en ajoutant qu’ «a la lumiere de nos
traditions religieuses, nous sommes appelés a édifier une éthique a légard
de la guerre et de la paix » . Cet appel, 51 ans plus tard, est encore toujours
d’actualité. Il nous interpelle et nous invite, nous, Libanais et Libanaises, a
répondre a la volonté divine détablir un dialogue ouvert et sincere et d’aller de
I'Ego a I'Alter Ego.

Toutefois une culture de paix ne devrait pas étre réduite au pacifisme . Nous
devons ceuvrer pour édifier une culture de paix. Le Christ nous a commandé
et Il nous a consigné cette loi : Heureux les artisans de paix, car ils seront fils
de Dieu (Math.5-9).

Le Pape Francois, a son retour de Corée, en 2014, disait : «Devant le mal, il est
légitime d’arréter l'agresseur injuste. La religion a le role particulier de fournir
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le cadre éthique et le cadre moral de cette réflexion, a savoir de déterminer ce
quest le juste et ce quest I'injuste» .

Le Pape nous rappelle que «la paix est un don de Dieu, mais un don confié a
tous les hommes et a toutes les femmes qui sont appelés a le réaliser» . En effet,
la paix est un des biens les plus précieux de 'homme.

Nous, Libanais et Libanaises, vivant a travers le monde, nous devons ceuvrer
pour confirmer notre identité dans les pays qui nous accueillent et ot nous
vivons. Tout en restant fidéles a nos racines et a nos traditions, nous devons
y respecter les valeurs morales et religieuses et y réaliser nos projets de vie en
faisant a tout moment preuve de convivialité, de fraternité et d'une ouverture
inconditionnée vers les autres. Nous sommes tous invités a nous engager a
tout moment, ot que nous soyons, a étre des artisans de paix.
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